Course Title: AP United States Government and Politics



Course Credit: One Full Credit
Department and Lead Teacher Contact: 
Mr. John Laub
slubm@aol.com

Summer Assignment/Rationale:

The roots of our government and society are founded in the establishment of a Greek democracy and the formation of a Roman Republic. The United States was established on the ideas of the Enlightenment and the principles in the Declaration of Independence. In the AP U.S. Government & Politics course, we will examine the U.S. Constitution, the rights and liberties of Americans, the role of the federal government and the media’s impact on public policy and political ideology. Every student must read The Summer of 1787 and write a 4-page MLA-style essay, answering the essential question based upon the summer reading and the rubric provided.

Due Date: Thursday, August 31 or Friday, September 1, 2017
Note: Summer reading assignment is worth approximately 20% of first marking period grade.

Resources:

The Summer of 1787 by David O. Stewart can be found at:

· Amazon.com
· Available for approximately $15.99 plus S&H.
Steps to completing the Summer Assignment:

1. Either buy or borrow a copy of the book. Read the ENTIRE text and take annotated notes while reading. This will help you cite specific examples throughout your paper. 
2. Answer the following essential question in your essay: How did a diverse group of Americans struggle, compromise and establish a government based upon democratic principles in 1787?

3. The following questions will assist students in outlining and preparing their essay:

a. What function did James Madison perform during the Constitutional Convention?

b. What were some of the difficult issues and challenges that the members debated and compromised on during the summer of 1787 in Philadelphia?

c. Describe the compromises made between the large and small states as well as the southern and northern states.

d. How did the founding fathers reach consensus on the promise of liberty and the moral dilemma of slavery?

4. Must be written in MLA-style: name, subject, class period and date in the upper left hand corner of the first page. The body of the review will be typed, double spaced, using Times New Roman, regular, size 12 font. 
5. Mr. Laub can be reached at any time throughout the summer to answer questions and provide assistance on the paper by e-mail at slubm@aol.com.

